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The 2013 Membership Drive is 
under way; the chamber office asks 
that you complete the form and 
send your dues before the deadline 
of January 10th. 

The information you provide 
is the information we will use for 
the Chamber Directory (see page 
3 of this newsletter) and Website 
information; to be eligible for the 
2013 Membership Directory list-
ings, your renewal or new mem-
bership must be received before the 
deadline.  

Our ultimate goal is to promote 
the community and businesses of 
Meridian and we welcome your 
participation in helping us accom-
plish important objectives to benefit 
our community.  The Chamber is a 
non-profit organization and we are 
only as successful as our members 

and their participation. 
In the coming year we ask that 

you consider getting more involved 
by joining one of the chamber 
committees. Your contribution 
would help us greatly in our plans 
to continue promoting local busi-
ness, economic development and 
tourism. 

If you are not a member, and 
would like to join the Chamber, 
please call the office at 254-435-
2966, and we will send you a form. 
An online membership form can 
also be found on the Chamber of 
Commerce website www.meridian-
chamber.com

We remind everyone that it is 
not only businesses that can join– 
individuals are definitely welcome 
also!

Our Mission Statement
The mission of the Meridian Chamber of Commerce is to promote 

expansion and growth of our businesses through commerce and tour-
ism and to partner with other local organizations to promote civic 
programs designed to increase civic pride in our community to make 
Meridian a great place to live, work and play.
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Inside:
Christmas on the 

Bosque in Meridian!

CHAMBER on the MOVE:

NEW MEMBERS: 3
RENEWED MEMBERS: 100

2012 MEMBERSHIP TOTAL: 113 

CHAMBER INQUIRIES:

2012 OFFICE VISITORS: 382
MEMBER REFERRALS: 179 
RELOCATION PACKET: 4

TOURISM PACKET: 8

2012 Chamber Board 

Officers:

President: Madelyn Rieke,
RARE Motorsports

Vice President: Melissa Zuehlke,
Bosque Insurance

Treasurer: Sharla Rowland,
First Community Bank

Secretary: Ted Gebhardt,
United Cooperative Services

Directors:

Linda Calhoun,
       Main Street Antiques 

Karen Cornett,
Associate Member

Teddi Marks,
Teddi Marks Antiques

Kristy Murphy, Cut-N-Up

Michael Puntney, 
Meridian Manor

Kay Duke – Ex-Officio,
Meridian Chamber of 

Commerce      

2013 Chamber Membership Drive

Christmas Open House 
& Chamber After Hours

First Security State Bank
Tuesday, December 11, 2012 • 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.

“MEET & GREET”
Refreshments will be served

Hwy 6 & 22 • Meridian, TX.



2

The Meridian Chamber of 
Commerce is encouraging all 
Bosque County residents and visi-
tors to join in the “Christmas on 
the Bosque” festivities on Satur-
day, December 8.

The Christmas Market will 
open at 4:00 pm on Saturday and 
will remain open until 8:00 pm 
that evening. The 
Christmas Market 
will feature ven-
dor booths with 
one of a kind arts, 
crafts and stocking 
stuffers for sale. 
In addition to the 
Christmas Market, 
local merchants will 
also be open around 
town for your holiday shopping. 
There will also be Christmas car-
olers on the Courthouse Square at 
4:00 pm. 

The “Top of the Hill Country” 
parade will begin at 5:15 p.m. and 
make its way down Main Street to 
the Courthouse Square, turn right 
on Morgan, left on Erath St then 

ending at the back of the court-
house on River Street. Parade line 
up will form on the north end of 
Bosque Street near the Meridian 
Church of Christ. All parade 
participants need to reg-
ister; registration 
will begin at 4:00 
pm with judging 

of the entries 
at 4:30 pm.

Awards 
for best en-
tries will be 
given in the 

following categories: Antique Car, 
Best in Show, Bicycle/Motorcycle/
ATV, Float, Mounted Group and 
Musical. Entries will be judged on 
theme, presentation and overall 
appearance. Awards will be pre-
sented at the Courthouse Square 
following the parade.

The Chamber asked that no 

life-like Santa be allowed on any 
float.  The official Santa Claus will 

be in the parade and will be 
in the Santa House at the 
Lighted Park to visit with 
the children after the pa-

rade has ended. 
To finish off 

the day; take 
a stroll down 
“Christmas 
Lane” through 
the holiday lights 
created in the 

Lighted Park west of the Court-
house. Any individuals, churches, 
businesses or clubs who have not 
yet added a Christmas display 
of their own are encouraged to 
select a space in the park before 
that day. The scene may be of any 
appropriate Christmas theme—
religious, Santa, Disney or story 
theme, winter wonderland or 
simply lighted trees.  

For entry forms or more infor-
mation, call the Chamber office at 
(254) 435-2966

“Christmas on the Bosque” – Saturday, December 8

The Meridian Chamber of 
Commerce is once again spon-
soring the Christmas Lighting 
Contest for all Meridian resi-
dents and businesses. The dead-
line to enter is noon on Wednes-
day, December 12, 2012. Judging 
will take place on Thursday, 
December 13, 2012 after dusk. 
The winners will be announced 
in the Meridian Tribune the fol-
lowing week. 

There are two categories; 
residential and commercial. The 
judging will be based on the 
entry’s overall appearance. The 
winners of both categories will 
receive a sign to display at their 
home or business. 

Entry forms may be picked 
up at the Chamber of Commerce 
located at 107 N. Erath St. Suite 
B or call the office and an entry 
form will be sent to you. Regular 

office hours are 9 am – 4 pm. 
Monday – Friday. Entries may 
then be mailed or delivered to 
the Chamber office but must 
be received by the deadline of 
noon on December 12, 2012 so 
that the judging route can be 
planned. So get your entry form, 
help light up the town and show 
the Meridian Christmas Spirit. 
For More Information Call 435-
2966

Christmas Lighting Contest…

Caroling in the Park  
Saturday, December 

15, 2012
Join us for refreshments 

Be a part of the 
Festivities on

Saturday, December 8th
• Christmas Market, 4–8pm
• Christmas Carolers on the 

Square, 4pm
• Parade, 5:15pm downtown
• Santa’s Visit at the Park!
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We hope everyone had a chance 
to pick up a copy of the 2012 Me-
ridian Brochure / Membership Di-
rectory. We were 
very pleased with 
the publication 
and heard many 
wonderful com-
pliments. We 
had a difficult 
time keeping 
them stocked 
in the stores 
and restau-
rants because 
they were 
so popular. 
Kimberley Smith, 
owner and pub-
lisher of Bosque 
Living Magazine/
Studio 2, did a 
super job with the 
designing of the brochure. Copies 
of the publication were distributed 
to many other Chambers and Visi-

tor Centers in neighboring cities 
and counties. Now we are working 
on 2013 and you’re your support 

through purchasing adver-
tisements we 
can continue to 
produce the same 
quality brochure 
to highlight the 
businesses Merid-
ian and Bosque 
County has to 
offer. Remember to 
get your chamber 
membership dues 
and ad content in 
before the January 
10 deadline so you 
won’t miss out on 
having your busi-
ness listed. Our 
goal is to have the 
2013 Directory 

printed and out to our merchants 
and restaurants by the first of 
March.

2013 Meridian Brochure/Membership Directory

Got Stress?
Feed a Longhorn.Hike a trail.

Sneak up on a white tail.Kiss a cowboy.

Chamber of Commerce Membership Directory and Visitor Guide

Remember to get your 
chamber membership dues 

and ad content in before the 
January 10 deadline.

Spotlight your business by 
sponsoring one of the 

2013 Membership 
meetings. 

$50 includes:

• Advertising in the next 
newsletter

• Lunch for 2 
• A five minute commercial 

• Promotional materials 
placed on each table 

Call or email to reserve a 
month… 6 meetings are still 

available.

(254) 435-2966
meridian-chamber@

sbcglobal.net

United Cooperative Services

Bronze Associate Members:

Thank You to these Members for their Special Investment
in the future success of the Meridian Chamber of Commerce:

2012 Platinum Member:

City of Meridian
First National Bank

First Security State Bank
 Texas-New Mexico Power

Business Partner Members:

Rick & Jan Goon Don & Mary Beth McMahon Mark & Teresa McMahon

Gold Members:
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2012 Meridian Chamber of Commerce Members

5- Five
A Plus Loans
Abuelita’s Mexican Restaurant
Atmos Energy
Avirett Agency
Barker’s Pharmacy
Best Western Velkommen
Bosque Cen-Tex Title
Bosque County Cowboy Church
Bosque Living Magazine/Studio 2
Bosque County Properties
Bosque County Veterans Service  
 Office
Bosque County Veterinary Clinic
Bosque Insurance Agency
Bosque Pest & Termite
Bosque Resort Restaurant & Bar
Bowman Tire & Wheel
Briggs Freeman Sotheby’s Int’l.
Briley Auto Supply
Brookshire’s Grocery
Cactus Grill
Carlisle Real Estate
Carter BloodCare
China House
Circle 6 Motel
Citizens State Bank
City of Meridian
Cobb Properties
Commercial Printing
Cooler Center
CTWP
Cut-N-Up
Edward Jones
Edwin S. Nichols Exploration
First Baptist Church
First Community Bank
First National Bank
First Security State Bank
First United Methodist Church
First United Pentecostal Church
Garden of Edens, The
Goodall-Witcher Healthcare
 Foundation
H & R Block
Highlander Spirits, LLC

Horny Toad Bar & Grill
Howard’s Note Service
Hyde Farms
Jackie’s Antiques
J P’s Remodeling
Koehler Law Firm
Lake Whitney Chamber of 
 Commerce
Lawson Funeral Home
LKCM Radio Group
Lutheran Sunset Ministries
Main Street Antiques & Interiors
Meridian Ace Hardware
Meridian Car Wash
Meridian Frozen Food Locker
Meridian ISD
Meridian Lion’s Club
Meridian Manor
Meridian Public Library
Meridian Tribune
Meridi-Inn
Michael Group, The
Miller Septic & Portable Toilets
Mr. Ed’s Country Feed Store
Murphey, Jane S. PC
Mustang Dental Care
Myers Cedar Yard
National Championship 
 Barbecue Cookoff
Radde Ranch
RARE Motorsports
Red Caboose Winery
Rivers Bend Doggie Drop Inn,  
 The
Rountree Appliance
Rowland Realty
Screen Door Inn
Smith & Bratcher, PC
Southern Charm Antiques &
 More
Special FX Unlimited Salon
Teddi Marks Antiques
Texas-New Mexico Power
Texas Rural Living
Two Sue’s Resale
United Cooperative Services

Wallace Sight & Sound, Inc.
Webb-Hardin Estate Warehouse
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC
Yellow Book USA
Your Community PhoneBook

Associate Members 

Jordan & Peggy Brantley
Don & Corinne Brock
Jim & Patricia Cole
Kenn & Karen Cornett
Richard & Jane Creech
Jim & Jeanne Dickson
David & Kay Duke
Rick & Jan Goon
Gene & Aline Harville
Jeff & Kerry Hicks
Mary Jones
Sue B. Kerley
Jim & Paulette McGlamery
Don & Mary Beth McMahon 
Mark & Teresa McMahon
Ray & Ernestene Miller
Bob Patton
Pat Perry
Mike & Christina Slagle
Fuzz & Bobbye Spitzer
JoAnn Word

Great Ways to 
Get Involved...

Monthly Chamber 
Membership Meeting 

Second Thursday of each 
month: Informative Speakers, 
Good Community Fellowship, 

Great Meal. 

Call 435-2966 for 
reservations
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Allow me to introduce myself. I 
am a customer.

I am the person that makes the 
economic engine turn. I am the 
reason you take home a paycheck. 
I am the reason you are able to 
feed your family, pay 
your mortgage, go on 
vacation, buy a car, 
and contribute to your 
church or synagogue. 
Because of me, gigantic 
corporations and small 
businesses alike have 
risen and flourished. 
Because of my absence, 
they have faded from existence.

The roads you drive on, the po-
lice and fireman that protect your 
community, the teachers that teach 
your children all exist because of 
me. Politicians and postal workers, 
sanitation workers and soldiers all 
owe their jobs to me. Without me, 
no taxes would be paid and any 
and all societal advances would 
come to a halt.

The wise come to know, respect, 
and love me. The foolish disregard 
my importance and suffer accord-
ingly.

By the way, you’ll notice that I 
didn’t introduce myself as your cus-
tomer. That’s because I don’t belong 
to you. Even if I make a purchase 
from you, that doesn’t mean that I 
will do it again in the future. You 
are always on trial and I am always 
evaluating, measuring, and testing 
your product and service.

So pay attention to me. Get to 
know me. Learn my habits. My 
likes. My dislikes. My desires. 
My dreams. My values. Learn my 
language. Learn to recognize my 
moods.

Above all, treat me with respect. 
I will not be ill-treated, and why 
should I be? There are too many 

businesses vying for my attention. 
Every time you turn on the televi-
sion, open a newspaper, or listen to 
the radio, you see and hear multi-
tudes of companies competing for 
my attention. There are too many 

people who are willing 
to treat me right in ex-
change for my business.

And know this, I am 
not easily fooled. Busi-
nesses treat me right or 
suffer the consequences. 
Sooner or later I always 
discover dishonesty, 
disrespect, or disinterest. 

Most of the time, I don’t announce 
my displeasure. I simply take my 
business elsewhere.

Occasionally, we will have dis-
agreements. I don’t like mis-
takes but I understand that 
you sometimes make them. 
The manner in which you 
handle my complaint de-
termines any future interac-
tion I have with you. And, 
in my mind, it also determines the 
character of your business. I rarely 
ever give you a second chance to 
make the same mistake twice.

So, watch for me in your busi-
ness community. If you’re fortunate 
enough to see me, do everything in 
your power to woo me and make 
me your own, because I hold the 
key to your financial success. It is 
no exaggeration to say that when 
you interact with me, your future 
hangs in the balance.

     Learn me. Know me.
     I am a customer.     

 © 2012 Charles Marshall. Charles 
Marshall is a nationally known humorous 
motivational speaker and author. Visit his 
Web site at www.charlesmarshall.net or 
contact him via e-mail at charles@charles-

marshall.net.     

I am a Customer Volunteers: Always 
Caring…Always 

Sharing
Thank You to all our 

2012 Volunteers!
As our year draws to a close; 

we again want to thank all 
those who volunteered at our 
functions or events throughout 
the year. Any success we had 
is largely due to your help and 
dedication to our chamber and 
community. We deeply appreci-
ate you and your donated time.

Don’t Forget to 
Shop Local

Small businesses are vital to 
small communities. During the 
busiest shopping month of the 

year, pledge to buy at least 
one item from a small 
business in your com-
munity. You don’t have 
to do all your Christmas 
shopping at the small 
stores, just commit to buy 

that one item that can be pur-
chased at a local small business 
and help fuel your local economy.

Please include 

in your 2013 Advertising Budgets! 
Get frequency discounts when you 

advertise in four issues per year!
Volume one  |  number 1

The Publication for the residents and businesses of Central Texas

Call for Rates 254-675-4222
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Committees
Come Join One of Our Committees in 2013 & 

Help Make a Difference
By becoming active and involved, you help determine the direction the Chamber takes on issues that are 

important to the businesses and the community. 

According to a study conducted 
by the Texas Forest Service, “an es-
timated 5.6 million trees that once 
shaded homes, streets and parks 
in communities across Texas now 
are dead as a result of the unrelent-
ing drought.” These statistics help 
explain why our local BBB gave 
out more than 14,000 Business 
Reviews since January to consum-
ers looking for tree services.

For those in need of a tree re-
moval service, BBB advises con-
sumers to:

• Hire a professional.  BBB 
Business Reviews will show how 
long a company has been in busi-
ness as well as any past history of 
complaints. A professional arbor-
ist is generally recognized if he or 
she is certified by the International 
Society of Arboriculture.

• Ask for an onsite inspection 
and risk assessment. The inspec-
tion should include the entire tree, 
not just parts that appear to be in 

a poor condition or in danger of 
falling. The risk assessment can 
be done at the same time and will 
help consumers with multiple trees 
determine which are in higher-risk 
areas, therefore needing immediate 
attention.

• Get the estimate in writing. An 
estimate should be given only after 
an onsite inspection. 
Companies that 
quote a price 
without a visual 
inspection can-
not be sure of the 
scope of the work 
involved and consum-
ers run the risk of paying 
more than they were quoted. 
The estimate should include 
all labor, clean-up and disposal 
charges.

• Carefully read through your 
contract. A contract should clearly 
state the services you will receive, 
as well as when the job is expected 

to be completed, payment terms 
and conditions, contact informa-
tion for the company and any 
refund or cancellation policy.

• Verify insurance coverage. Tree 
care can be dangerous if not done 
by properly trained experts. Con-
firm that company has insurance 

that covers worker’s compen-
sation, property damage 

and personal liability in 
case of accidents.

• Beware of 
door-to-door so-
licitations. Most 
companies have busi-

ness cards, uniforms, truck 
signs, etc., and the reputable 

ones are generally too occupied 
to solicit work in this manner. 
Never feel pressured to give any-
one your business just because he 

or she is standing at your doorstep.
To check the reliability of a 

company and find trustworthy 
businesses, visit bbb.org.

Don’t let tree trimmers prune your budget
BBB tips for selecting a tree removal service

2012 Scheduled Events:

 2nd Thursday: Membership Meeting & Luncheon: 12p-1p Meridian Civic Center 
 Dec. 8:  Christmas Market, 4p – 8p, Meridian Civic Center

 Dec. 8:  Christmas Caroling, 4p, Courthouse Square
 Dec. 8:  Christmas Parade, 5:15p, Downtown
 Dec. 11:  Christmas Open House, 5-6p, First Security State Bank
 Dec.13:  Chamber Business Meeting, 12p, Meridian Civic Center
 Dec. 15:  Caroling in the Park, 4p – 8p, River Street Park

Please mark your calendars & plan to attend these events. 
For more information call the Chamber office at 254-435-2966

Meridian Chamber Newsletter design and layout courtesy of Kimberley Smith of Bosque Living Magazine/Studio2, (254) 675-4222.


