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As we approach the halfway 
point in the year; I‘d like to recap 
what we have accomplished and 
take a look at how we can concen-
trate on building better businesses. 
Thankfully, our new brochure 
has finally been completed and is 
available for distribution. If you 
have not seen it yet, please pick 
up a few copies and distribute to 
interested people.

Our banquet was a success 
and the raffle tickets for the UTV 
– MSU-400 are selling nicely. With 
only 500 tickets being sold, be 
sure to get yours before we sell 
out. We are sound financially and 
ready for the second half of 2012.

Business people need to con-
stantly re-evaluate their approach 
to doing business so, for this issue, 
I’d like to incorporate CEO tips 
from bloomberg.com/the-mentor: 

First Impression is the window to 
the World; Operation, Mainte-
nance and Upkeep.

1. The consumers’ experience 
with your business will affect their 
perception of your product.

2. Before you can success-

fully expand, 
you must 
strengthen your 
foundation and 
perfect your 
business as it is 
today.

3. In order 
to break into new sales markets, 
pick a small sampling of products 
that define your brand.

Define your business outside of 
your existing customer base. Get 
rid of clutter and Be/Look orga-
nized.

1. Wow is good, Wow is getting 
people excited.

2. Educate your retailers on 
what sets your brand apart.

3. Even when excelling, take it 
to the next level.

Although these ideas are all 
common sense, it helps to be 
reminded.

Sincerely,
Madelyn Rieke, President, 

Chamber of Commerce

Our Mission Statement
The mission of the Meridian Chamber of Commerce is to promote 

expansion and growth of our businesses through commerce and tour-
ism and to partner with other local organizations to promote civic 
programs designed to increase civic pride in our community to make 
Meridian a great place to live, work and play.
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A Note from Our President,

CHAMBER on the MOVE:

NEW MEMBERS: 5
RENEWED MEMBERS: 100

2012 MEMBERSHIP TOTAL: 105 

CHAMBER INQUIRIES:

OFFICE VISITORS: 53
MEMBER REFERRALS: 43 
RELOCATION PACKET: 1

TOURISM PACKET: 2

2012 Chamber Board 

Officers:

President: Madelyn Rieke,
RARE Motorsports

Vice President: Melissa Zuehlke,
Bosque Insurance

Treasurer: Sharla Rowland,
First Community Bank

Secretary: Ted Gebhardt,
United Cooperative Services

Directors:

Linda Calhoun,
       Main Street Antiques 

Karen Cornett,
Associate Member

Teddi Marks,
Teddi Marks Antiques

Kristy Murphy, Cut-N-Up

Michael Puntney, 
Meridian Manor

Kay Duke – Ex-Officio,
Meridian Chamber of 

Commerce      

Farm & Ranch 
Utility Vehicle Raffle, 

see page 9
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The monthly member-
ship meeting in March 
was a joint meeting 
with Clifton Chamber 
of Commerce and gra-
ciously hosted by Camp 
John Marc. Tours of the 
impressive camp and a 
delicious BBQ lunch were 
provided.

Camp John Marc 
serves children with 
chronic illnesses and major physi-
cal disabilities, and the families of 
those children, by making possible 
high-quality, year-round camping 
experiences at Camp John Marc, 
a unique camp facility in Bosque 
County, Texas. At Camp John 
Marc, Special Camps for Special 
Kids provides cooperative pro-
gramming with health organiza-
tions, community volunteers, and 
pediatric hospitals also dedicated 
to serving these children.

Kids just want to be kids but it 
is hard to do that when they are in 
a hospital receiving treatments or 
dealing with a disability. They may 
not know other kids that have their 
same diagnosis. But it is differ-

ent at Camp John Marc. Medical 
teams that work with the kids all 
year come to Camp with them. 

Each week and weekend at 
Camp brings groups of kids to-
gether that have the same diagno-
sis. Everybody gets to participate in 

all the activities under the 
leadership of trained staff 
because Camp John Marc 
was made just for them. 
Campers get to make new 
friends, learn about their 
diagnosis, and join in lots 
of fun and games, all in 
the great outdoors. Check 
out their website for more 
information and ways 
that you can be involved 

in their dedicated mission. www.
campjohnmarc.org

Photos, clockwise from top: Chamber 
members Jim Brosche and Tom Henderson 
presented a $500 check to Camp John 
Marc from proceeds at 2011 National 
Championship Barbecue Cookoff; 
Luncheon attendees help themselves to the 
scrumptious BBQ Dinner; Sharla Rowland 
and Lou Ferguson (First Community Bank) 
and Mayor Johnnie Hauerland check out the 
beautiful Dining Hall; Bosque County Attorney, 
Natalie Koehler helps out by giving tours; 
Representative Rob Orr visits with Marc 
Myers, Verlie Edwards and Jim Brosche; Jim 
Brosche, (Briggs Freeman Sotheby’s Int’l Real 
Estate) and Representative Rob Orr.

March Luncheon Hosted by Camp John Marc
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Each year the Chamber of 
Commerce honors a citizen of 
our great community to receive 
the coveted Lifetime Achievement 
Award. The 2012 recipient of the 
award was Eugene 
Allen. Although not 
with us anymore, he 
will always be in the 
hearts and minds of 
all who knew him.  

Eugene Allen was 
born and raised in 
the Meridian area 
since 1930 and 
Eugene and his wife 
Virginia raised three 
children in our won-
derful community.

Along with farm-
ing and ranching, Eugene operated 
a trucking business in Meridian 
in the 1970’s hauling cattle with a 
fleet of approximately 50 trucks. 
At times he even drove the trucks 
himself.  Eugene learned how to 
work hard at an early age.  Af-

ter farming and ranching in the 
Meridian area for many years; he 
developed his exotic game busi-
ness in his later years.

You could always count on 
Eugene and Virginia 
for their dedicated 
support of the vari-
ous organizations 
around Meridian. 
They supported the 
North Bosque Youth 
Support Group for 
kids in agriculture 
as well as all sport-
ing events.  You 
could count on 
seeing them at all 
of the events watch-
ing their kids and 

now their grandkids participating. 
Eugene helped in many of these 
events when he wasn’t rounding 
up cattle.  

Eugene was also on the Board 
of the Bosque County Bank for 
some 25 to 30 years and was 

Chairman of the Board for many 
of those years until the bank was 
sold to what is now The First 
Community Bank.  

Eugene and his family are 
charter members of the Faith 
Lutheran Church here in Merid-
ian and let it be noted that Eugene 
only missed one Sunday of Church 
while he was sick. Eugene and his 
family are faithful members. And 
in terms of generosity and char-
ity, Eugene’s contribution to the 
church and the community was 
part of his life. His donation of 10 
acres for the new cemetery is very 
much appreciated by all of us in 
Meridian.    

There are so many other things 
that could be added to what Eu-
gene had done during his lifetime 
of giving to this community and it 
was a special privilege to present 
the 2012 Lifetime Achievement 
Award to the family of Eugene Al-
len for all he was to Meridian and 
Bosque County.    

2012 Lifetime Achievement Award

The Chamber Banquet themed “Bosque Blooms” was held at the Red Caboose Winery on Saturday, 
April 21. It celebrated the amazing beauty of Bosque County with its 
bluebonnets and other wildflowers that have been exceptional this year 
due to our early spring rains. Everyone enjoyed the perfect outdoor 
spring temperature on the veranda and melodious sounds from the band, 
Rebel Rose.  

Special thanks to our banquet sponsors; Atmos Energy, Brookshire’s 
Grocery and Meridian Tribune; our host Red Caboose Winery, Grill 

Masters; Ted Gebhardt, Mark 
McMahon and Ron Rieke, for 
preparing the delicious Beef Tips 
and the Banquet Committee for 
the rest of the delectable meal 
consisting of pasta, salad, bread and 
dessert.

2012 Chamber Banquet

Left: Rebel Rose entertains banquet guests. 
Top right and bottom: Guests enjoy the 
camaraderie and the refreshments.
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Meridian Chamber of Commerce New or Renewed Members

2012 Members
5 
A Plus Loans
Atmos Energy
Avirett Agency
Barker’s Pharmacy
Best Western Velkommen
Bosque Cen-Tex Title
Bosque County Properties
Bosque County Veterinary Clinic
Bosque Insurance Agency
Bosque Pest & Termite
Bosque Resort Restaurant & Bar
Bowman Tire & Wheel
Briggs Freeman Sotheby’s Int’l.
Briley Auto Supply
Brookshire’s Grocery
Cactus Grill
Carlisle Real Estate
Carter BloodCare
China House
Citizens State Bank
City of Meridian
Cobb Properties
Commercial Printing
Cooler Center
CTWP
Cut-N-Up
Edward Jones
Edwin S. Nichols Exploration
First Baptist Church
First Community Bank
First National Bank
First Security State Bank
First United Methodist Church
First United Pentecostal Church
Garden of Edens, The
H & R Block

Highlander Spirits, LLC
Howard’s Note Service
Jackie’s Antiques
J P’s Remodeling
Koehler Law Firm
Lake Whitney Chamber of Com-
merce
Lawson Funeral Home
Lutheran Sunset Ministries
Main Street Antiques & Interiors
Meridian Ace Hardware
Meridian Car Wash
Meridian Frozen Food Locker
Meridian ISD
Meridian Lion’s Club
Meridian Manor
Meridian Public Library
Meridian Tribune
Meridi-Inn
Michael Group, The
Miller Septic & Portable Toilets
Mr. Ed’s Country Feed Store
Murphey, Jane S. PC
Mustang Dental Care
Myers Cedar Yard
National Championship Barbecue 
Cookoff
Radde Ranch
RARE Motorsports
Red Caboose Winery
Rivers Bend Doggie Drop Inn, 
The
Rountree Appliance
Rowland Realty
Smith & Bratcher, PC
Special FX Unlimited Salon
Studio 2
Teddi Marks Antiques

Texas-New Mexico Power
Texas Rural Living
Two Sue’s Resale
United Cooperative Services
Wallace Sight & Sound, Inc.
Webb-Hardin Estate Warehouse
Yellow Book USA
Your Community PhoneBook

New 2012 Members 
Abuelita’s Mexican Restaurant
Bosque County Veterans Service 
Office
Citizens State Bank
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC
Screen Door Inn

Associate Members 
Jordan & Peggy Brantley
Don & Corinne Brock
Jim & Patricia Cole
Kenn & Karen Cornett
Richard & Jane Creech
David & Kay Duke
Rick & Jan Goon
Gene & Aline Harville
Jeff & Kerry Hicks
Mary Jones
Sue B. Kerley
Jim & Paulette McGlamery
Don & Mary Beth McMahon 
Mark & Teresa McMahon
Ray & Ernestene Miller
Bob Patton
Pat Perry
Mike & Christina Slagle
Fuzz & Bobbye Spitzer
JoAnn Word

Great Ways to Get Involved...
Monthly Chamber Membership Meeting 

Second Thursday of each month: Informative Speakers, Good Community Fellowship, 
Great Meal. Call 435-2966 for reservations

Committees
Come Join One of Our Committees in 2012 & 

Help Make a Difference
By becoming active and involved, you help determine the direction the Chamber takes on issues that are 

important to the businesses and the community. 
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The aroma of smoking brisket, 
chicken and ribs will again drift 
through Meridian when our two 
qualifying barbecue cookoffs kick 
off on Friday, June 29 at Bosque 
Bottoms. The Barbecue Coo-
koff, sponsored by the Meridian 
Chamber of Commerce, is open 
to cooking teams in Bosque and 
surrounding counties; the Bosque 
County Go Texan Cookoff is open 
only to residents of Bosque County. 
Cooking teams placing in 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd place in both contests, in 
any category, will receive an invita-
tion to the National Championship 

Barbecue Cookoff which will be 
held on October 26-27, 2012. The 
top winner will have their entry fee 
of $200 paid in the Championship 
Cookoff. The top winner of the 
Bosque County Go Texan cookoff 
will also have their entry paid to 

the 2013 Houston Livestock Show 
& Rodeo. 

Other activities will include Arts 
& Crafts and Food vendors, music 
and some fun children’s activities. 
For more details, entry forms or 
to reserve booth space; call the 
Meridian Chamber of Commerce 
at (254)435-2966 or e-mail us at 
meridian-chamber@sbcglobal.net 

2012 Scheduled Events:

 1st Saturday: “M” Streets Social 5p-7p Downtown on Main & Morgan Streets
 2nd Thursday: Membership Meeting & Luncheon: 12p-1p Meridian Civic Center 
 4th Saturday:  Market on the Square 9a-2p Bosque County Courthouse 

 May 25-26:  Moonlight Music Festival @ Bosque Bottoms
 June 29-30:  Chamber & Bosque Go Texan BBQ Cookoffs @ Bosque Bottoms
 Aug. 31-Sept. 2:  Texas Music Festival @ Bosque Bottoms
 Sept. 22:  Chamber Fundraising Dinner and Raffle Drawing @ Civic Center
 Oct. 13:  Lords Harvest @ First United Methodist Church 
 Oct. 26-27:  National Championship Barbecue Cookoff @ Bosque Bottoms 
 Dec. 8:  Christmas on the Bosque

Please mark your calendars & plan to attend these events. 
For more information call the Chamber office at 254-435-2966

Spotlight Your Business:
Spotlight your business by 
sponsoring one of the 2012 

Membership meetings. 

$50 includes:
• Advertising in the next 

newsletter
• Lunch for 2 
• A five minute commercial 
• Promotional materials 

placed on each table 

Call or email to reserve a 
month…

Barbecue Cookoff June 29-30 at Bosque Bottoms
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 Then eat, shop 
and socialize 

at the

June 9th,
Downtown on Main
and Morgan Streets

5 pm. to 7 pm.

Market on the Square

Don’t miss these 
fun events...!

May 26th,
Downtown on 

 the Courthouse Square
9 am. to 2 pm.

Making the Most out of Social Media

Social media platforms, in particular, Facebook, offer a much 
greater opportunity to successfully market your product or service 
that you might not at first realize. 

Don’t Be Shy About Asking People to Like Your Page and Posts
Once your page is up how to get people to “like” it? 

If you have hundreds of friends on Facebook, you can 
simply use the “Invite Friends” link on the right side 
of your page. But there are many other good ideas to 
try, like putting one of Facebook’s social plug-ins on 

your website, including a link to your Facebook page in your email 
signature, and sending out a notice to your email list asking people 
to visit your page.

Just by simply asking people to “like” your wall posts increases 
the likelihood that they will do so by 216%. This kind of interaction 
on your page is one of the metrics Facebook uses to determine how 
popular your page is. The more popular the page, the more visible it 
will be on the News Feed of your friends and fans. So even if it feels 
awkward, make a point of asking directly for what you want: more 
visitors to your page and more interaction with them once they’re 
there.

“M” Streets Social
The “M” Street Social has been 

moved to the first Saturday of each 
month to coincide with the Webb-
Hardin Warehouse Estate Sale which 
is held the first Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday of each month at 301 S. 
Main. The merchants will stay open 
late on that evening and will be of-
fering special promotions and sales 
between the hours of 5:00pm and 
7:00pm. 

Churches, school organizations, or 
individuals are encouraged to set up 
a small table in front of storefronts 
that aren’t open on the weekends to 
raise funds. If you are interested call 
the Chamber office at 435-2966 or 
visit Linda Calhoun at Main Street 
Antiques & Interiors. 

Please come in to downtown 
Meridian for a stroll through the 
shops to check out the special sales 
and plan to eat your evening meal at 
one of our restaurants.

A ribbon cutting was held at the new office of Briggs Freeman 
Sotheby’s Int’l Real Estate office at 117 N. Main St. in Meridian. 

Realtor, Jim Brosche can assist you in buying or selling ranch, 
land and commercial properties. Contact Jim at his office 

(254)435.2400, by mobile (817)233.5143 or by email jbrosche@
briggsfreeman.com. You can also check out listings at 

www.briggsfreeman.com 

Ribbon Cutting
Briggs Freeman Sotheby’s Int’l Real Estate
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At the April Luncheon, 
Donna Edwards with the Texas 
AgriLife Extension office in 
Meridian shared information 
for emergency preparedness. 
Recent natural disasters have 
emphasized the importance of 
emergency preparedness. Everyone 
should have individual and 
family evacuation plans in place. 
Extensive planning should include 
all members of the family. It is 
critical that each family have a 
planned evacuation arrangement 
and an evacuation “to-go” box 
ready for emergencies. 

Your “Grab and Go” Box Should 
Include:

• Cash or traveler’s checks for 
several days living expenses and 
rolls of quarters.
• Emergency phone numbers: 
Doctors, pharmacies, financial 
advisors, clergy, repair contrac-
tors, family.
• Copies of important prescrip-
tions, medicines and eyeglasses.
• Copies of children’s immuni-
zation records: health, dental, 
and/or prescription insurance 
cards or numbers.
• Copies of auto, flood, renters 
or homeowner’s insurance poli-
cies or at least policy numbers.
• Insurance company telephone 
numbers, including local agent 
and company headquarters.
• Copies of deeds or other im-
portant documents listed below 
that are being kept in a safe 
deposit box at your bank.

Place these important papers 
in sealed, waterproof plastic bags 
and store in a durable waterproof 
and fireproof sealed box.  Store 
the box at home in a secure and 

easily accessible location.  If you 
must evacuate, grab the box and 
take it with you; keep the box 
with you at all times and do not 
leave it unattended.

It is important to keep origi-
nal documents in a safe deposit 
box for protection, such as, a list 
of account numbers, contracts, 
identification certificates, insur-
ance policies, will/power of at-
torney and any other documents 
that would be difficult to replace. 
These boxes are located at local 
financial institutions. For added 
security, these documents should 
be copied or 
scanned and 
secured with a 
trusted out-of-
state friend or 
family member. 
Taking the 
time prior to 
the emergency 
to prepare and 
organize im-
portant papers 
and documents 
will save you 
from unwanted 
stress and 
chaos in the 
case of a disaster.

Inform friends and family 
about your evacuation plan. It 
is beneficial in case of injury or 
if families become separated. It 
is also beneficial to prepare an 
emergency contact card for each 
family member to keep on their 
person. This card should contain 
contact information for all house-
hold members, an out-of-town 
contact, and other key emergency 
and medical providers. A print-
able form for preparing emergency 
contact cards can be downloaded 

at http://www.redcross.org/pre-
pare/ECCard.pdf

Disaster Supplies Kit
Why is a disaster supplies kit 

important? If you are forced to 
evacuate from your home or shel-
ter, you will not have time to gath-
er the necessary supplies. It should 
contain enough supplies to enable 
you and your family to take care 
of yourselves, without outside 
help, for at least three days. Your 
supplies list should include: water, 
water purification tablets, food, 
first aid kit, cash, extra clothing, 
prescription medications, special 

needs items, 
battery powered 
radio, flashlights, 
extra batteries, 
basic tool kit, 
whistle, garbage 
bags, toilet paper, 
hand-held / man-
ual can opener, 
disposable eating 
utensils and a 
state map.  Note: 
Store items in 
a waterproof 
container or a 
rubber trash can 
with a lid.  For 

More information go to: http://
texashelp.tamu.edu/002-protect/
index.php

This document was developed by 
Jeanette A. Tucker, Ph.D., Associate 
ProfessorSFamily Economics, LSU 
Ag Center Research and Extension. 
Permission to reprint granted to 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service by 
Dr. Tucker. 

This material is based upon work 
supported by the Cooperative State, 
Research, Education and Extension 
Service, U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, under Award No. 2006-41210-
03363.

The Importance of Emergency Preparedness
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Bronze Associate Members:

Thank You to these Members for their Special Investment
in the future success of the Meridian Chamber of Commerce:

2012 Gold Members:

City of Meridian
First National Bank

First Security State Bank
Texas-New Mexico Power

Business Partner Members:

Rick & Jan Goon Don & Mary Beth McMahon Mark & Teresa McMahon

Highlights from the April Chamber Luncheon

Top, left: Madelyn Rieke 
announces winning 
raffle number at the 
April luncheon. 
Top, right: Rick Goon 
wins one of the raffle 
prizes. 
Left: Wesley Beeman 
is awarded one of the 
raffle prizes.

Don’t miss the...

Moonlight 
Music Festival 
May 25-26 
at Bosque Bottoms

Chamber Brochure and 
Visitor Guides are Here! 

Be sure to stop by the 
Chamber office and pick up 
copies of our new brochure 

and visitor guide. Distribute the 
brochure at your business and 
introduce visitors and residents 
to the great attractions our area 

has to offer.

United Cooperative Services

Got Stress?
Feed a Longhorn.
Hike a trail.
Sneak up on a white tail.
Kiss a cowboy.

Chamber of Commerce 
Membership Directory and Visitor Guide
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Raffle!
TICKETS

$20
Only 500 tickets will be SOLD! 

Tickets can be purchased from Kay or Teresa 
at the Chamber of Commerce Office or

any Board Member listed below: 

Madelyn Rieke  RARE Motorsports
Melissa Zuehlke   Bosque Insurance
Sharla Rowland  First Community Bank 
Ted Gebhardt  United Cooperative Services
Linda Calhoun    Main Street Antiques & Interior’s
Teddi Marks  Teddi Marks Antiques
Kristy Murphy    Cut-N-Up
Michael Puntney   Meridian Manor

Karen Cornett

Proceeds to support our Businesses and 
Community through Chamber Initiatives…

Don’t Miss Out 
on YOUR

CHANCE to 
WIN!!

2011 MASSIMO REBEL 400 
Farm & Ranch Utility Vehicle 

Provided by RARE Motorsports 

Drawing will be held in 
September, 2012 

Don’t have to be present to win!! 

M e r i d i a n  C h a m b e r
o f  C o m m e r c e  

107 N. Erath Ste. B 

(254)435-2966

www.meridian-chamber.com


